
EASY TOTE BAG INSTRUCTIONS 
 
MATERIALS 
 

Tote bag: 2 fat quarters or ½ yard for tote bag 
2 fat quarters or ½ yard for lining 

 
Straps: 2 pieces: 4” x 25” of fabric 
Alternatives: 2 pieces of 25” double fold binding or 2 pieces of 25” canvas strap sold by the yard  
 
Closure: 3“ of Velcro  
Alternatives:      button with elastic hairband for loop 
 
DIRECTIONS 
 

Cut 
 
2 pieces for tote and 2 pieces for lining  17” x 17” (or 18” x 21” or…..) 
 = what’s important is that the 4 pieces are cut to same size 
 
2 pieces for straps, each 4” x 25”  
 
Sew 
 
Tote bag  right sides together (both sides and bottom); turn right sides out 
Lining  right sides together (both sides and bottom); leave as is with right sides in 
 
Optional: “To make the boxed bottom of the bag, pull the two Bag Panels apart so that the bottom seam and a side 
seam are directly on top of each other and the corner forms a 90-degree angle. Press the corner in this orientation. 
Mark a line perpendicular to the two seams, 3 inches from the corner.… It is the Sew Line.” 
(http://www.purlsoho.com/create/2013/05/02/mollys-sketchbook-everyday-tote/#sthash.doiknLDz.dpuf) 
 
Sew the 2 tote corners and 2 lining corners.  You may trim off the triangle or leave it in. 
 
Straps  If using the 4” x 25” fabric strips, iron in half lengthwise WRONG sides together.  Then iron each edge into 
the middle fold.  This will give you a 1” strap, ready to sew and no need to turn inside out.  It saves a step.  
 
Now, sew down the length of the strap to secure it.  You may use a decorative stitch down the middle or 2 straight 
stitches on the 2 edges or whatever you like. 
 
If using the double fold binding, the folding and ironing has already been done for you; just sew down the length of the 
strap to secure it.  You may use a decorative stitch down the middle or 2 straight stitches on the 2 edges or whatever 
you like. 
 
Assemble bag 
 

Insert lining into tote and secure the 2 pieces with a few pins on the bottom and sides 
 
Turn in ½ inch of the raw edges of tote and lining and pin.  Does the top of the bag look straight?  Then forge ahead!  If 
not, make adjustments. 
 
Insert straps 1” inside this double hem you created, aligning them so they are equidistant from the side seams, about 
3-4 inches.  Pin well. 
 
Sew bag 
 

Using straight stitch or decorative stitch, sew about 1/8-1/4” from edge of bag, securing hem and straps. 
 
Sew SECOND line about ½-1” further down from first seam.  This will secure straps and strengthen top of bag. 
 

Té Haynes, QACDG, April 2016 
Based on website cited above, experience and other quilters’ tips! 
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